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ALL STAGES OF BILLS, AND COUNCIL MESSAGES 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Leader of the House) [4.08 pm]: I move — 

That for the remainder of 2014 so much of the standing orders be suspended as is necessary to 
enable — 

(a) bills to proceed without delay between the stages; and 

(b) messages from the Legislative Council to be taken into consideration on the day on which they 
are received. 

This is a very modest amendment to the standing orders for the remainder of this year—this week and next 
week. It is self-explanatory. At this stage, the government does not envisage there will need to be any other 
modification to the standing orders. However, we will see how we go this week because we want to get through 
an adequate amount of legislation next week, but at this stage it is only a fairly minor change.  

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland) [4.09 pm]: I appreciate that the leader of government business feels the need 
to move this motion. I do not personally see it as necessary. I expect that we will get through the required bills. 
The government has not had a very intense legislative agenda. There are plenty of bills it could have brought on 
at a much earlier stage and they could have been dealt with in a more timely way. There is no particular struggle 
to get through the remaining bills on the notice paper; indeed, I notice that there are not all that many bills on the 
notice paper. I assume that the government wants to debate something other than the Premier’s Statement when 
Parliament resumes next year, so the Leader of the House will probably need to leave a couple of bills on the 
notice paper so there is something to do in week 2 when Parliament resumes next year. I expect that the 
government will get good cooperation from us, that we will get through several bills this week and next week, 
and that there will not be an issue. I note that the motion will allow bills to go through all stages, so presumably 
if things are amended at the consideration in detail stage, the bills will be able to proceed to the third reading 
forthwith rather than having to wait until the next business day. I am not sure that will actually be necessary in 
the next couple of weeks, but in any event we do not have any objection. I am very pleased that the signal at this 
stage is that there will be no other amendments to standing orders for this week or next week and that, hopefully, 
in this period of cooperation, grievances, private members’ time and members’ statements will continue as usual 
each week. If that is the case, it will be a good outcome and I look forward to working productively in 
Parliament over the next two weeks. 

Question put and passed. 
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